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RSS: a compact definition

“ RSS is a technique that allows you to read content 

from multiple websites on a computer (through a 

browser or an RSS reader) without having to visit 

those sites one by one. All you need is an RSS 

reader and a site that distributes its articles also via 

RSS format.”
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RSS properties

� Stands for « Rich Site Summary » or « Really Simple Syndication »

� Syndication format based on XML standard

� « Push » media
� Widely spread through bloggers and info-freaks for monitoring, but 

which applications for marketing & communication?







Even Guy uses RSS for 
his press releases!



Cinebel: RSS feed on 
movie releases



RSS feed on latest 
promotions & offers



PTG: RSS feed on new
games & gifts



Feed on users online 
and total downloads



Thread used by resellers, affiliates, 
e-commerce websites…





Podcasting combines audio 
& video files with RSS feeds



RSS feed to download each new issue
on your iPod, mobile phone, PSP…











Why RSS matters for marketeers & advertisers

� Short term

� New playground for big boys (Google, Apple, Yahoo!, Microsoft with 
Windows Live & Vista…)

� About 10% of surfers already use RSS 

� Micro-content distribution in nested communities 

(cf. Chris Anderson and the Long Tail theory)

� Mid term

� Mobile Internet & mobile devices (e.g. Apple TV)

� Long term

� Web 3.0, end of web page and « widgetization » of the Internet (get a 
foretaste on www.netvibes.com)

� Influence of RSS approach on consumer’s behaviour (e.g. iDTV)



The two faces of RSS

Bright side

� 100% opt-in �  spam-free, more trusted format
� Impact on Search Engine Optimization

Dark side

� Constant need for relevant content & regular updates
� Most surfers don’t know what RSS is all about �  always 

explain what it is and why this format is useful





Conlusion

Thank you for your time and your attention!

Download the podcast of this Breakfast on 
Emakina’s blog: http://blog.emakina.com
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